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and uninvited, to come in and was knowing to it. No other
member of the Cabinet was consulted, or advised with,
until after the meeting took place at Niagara.

Fox left this P.M. for his annual vacation in New Hamp-
shire. Faxon returned last Wednesday. The absence of
either of them makes my duties more arduous.

General Averill is reported to have thrashed the raiders
on the upper Potomac.

News of Farragut's having passed Forts Morgan and
Gaines was received last night, and sent a thrill of joy
through all true hearts. It is not, however, appreciated as
it should be by the military. The President, I was sorry,
spoke of it as important because it would tend to relieve
Sherman. This is the narrow view of General Halleck,
whom I tried to induce to make a joint demonstration
against Mobile one year ago. He has done nothing new
and only speaks of the naval achievement as a step for
the army. While I regard the acts and opinions of Hal-
leck as of little worth, I regret that from constant
daily intercourse he should be able to imbue the Presid-
ent at times with false and erroneous notions. Halleck
never awarded honest credit to the Navy; the President
nevdr knowingly deprived them of any merit. Yet I have
mentioned the result.

Passing from the Executive Mansion to the Navy De-
partment, I met the Count Gurowski, a Polish exile and a
very singular man of most unhappy manners and temper.
He has made himself obnoxious to almost everybody by
constant and everlasting faultfinding and denunciation of
almost everybody. Yet he has a strong but fragmentary
mind with quite a retentive memory. Violent, self-opin-
ionated, acrimonious, dissatisfied, he nevertheless has had
great experience and often expresses opinions on questions
that have passed and,been disposed of that are sound and
striking. They are, however, rather reminiscences of the
opinions of others, reflections of their views, than original
thoughts on his part. At least, such have been my con-